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City Council
W. H. “Billy” Hobbs, Jr. Christopher G. Stuatt
Wit Moffett Donnie R. Tuck
Chris Snead George E. Wallace

Molly Joseph Ward, Mayor

Staff:
Mary Bunting, City Manager
Cynthia Hudson, City Atforney
Katherine K. Glass, CMC, Clerk of Council

Wednesday, August 8, 2012 6:01 PM Council Chambers, 8th Floor, City Hall

CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

MOLLY JOSEPH WARD PRESIDED

PRESENT: W. H. "Billy” Hobbs, Jr., Will Moffett, Chris Snead, Christopher G. Stuart
ABSENT: Vice Mayor George E. Wallace, Donnie R. Tuck

Mayor Ward called the meeting to order.

Councilman Tuck was not present at roll call; however, arrived at 6:20 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Ms. Katherine Gasparis-Dermanis, 1668 N. Mallory Street, greeted those on the dais
and made the following statement: | am currently the President of the Buckroe
Improvement League. Last May, the Buckroe Improvement League sponsored its third
annual Buckroe Arts in the Park. We brought the arts back to Buckroe. We used to
have the event many years ago. The Arts in the Park was never intended to be a money
maker; it was intended to bring positive family focused events to the Buckroe area. We
could not have had a successful event this year without the cooperation of Mr. Jim
Wilson and Ms. Cindy Masterstaff of the Parks and Recreation Department; Mr.
Jonathan McBride and Ms. Sabrina Carr of the Neighborhood Office; the Police
Department: the Sheriff's Department; and the Buckroe Fire Department. We thank all
of them for helping us hold and maintain this event every year. We hope that it
continues and becomes a tradition. Our next event is a School Supply Drive at Buckroe
Park Saturday, August 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. We are trying to fill a truck with
school supplies to take to the neighboring schools to help our children. Thank you. The
Buckroe Improvement League looks forward to working with the City in future events.

Rev. Marcellus Harris, Jr., 9 Kenilworth Drive, greeted those on the dais and made the
following statement: | have forgone my prayer service tonight to be here. | am here
tonight on behalf of the Coalition for Justice for Civil Rights. We came prepared to make
a report and recommendation, but because of some unfolding events and important,
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urgent issues that are complicating that matter, we have decided to defer our report and
recommendation until the Ad Hoc Committee meets before this Council about its
findings. We are prepared tonight to suggest to you that we would like to have our City
Police Chief Charles Jordan to step aside in the midst of some of the investigational
issues and have Major Ronald Davis appointed as Acting City Police Chief in the interim
period. After the Ad Hoc Committee has made its report, we then will give you some
additional information about cur reports and our recemmendations.

Rev. Harris noted that some of the members for the Coalition for Justice were present
and he was the spokesperson for what is being presented. He then opened the fioor for
questions from Council and asked for a response from Council.

Mayor Ward apologized for not asking the Clerk to read the meeting protocol. She noted
that normal protocol is to not have a give and take session during the Public Comment
Period.

Mr. Scott Butler, 24 Amy Brooks Drive, Newport News, Va., greeted those on the dais
and made the following statement; | am speaking on behalf of Citizens for a Fort
Monroe National Park {CFMNP) regarding the resolution on Hampton’s position on the
reuse of the Whetry Quarter on Fort Monroe. [f approved, this resolution would be a
huge step forward in promoting a grand public place at Fort Monroe to the long-term
cultural and economic benefit of Hampton and the region. The resolution emphasizes
the appeal of Fort Monroe’s natural and recreational resources; it states the community's
desire to “establish a large scale open space park”. As amended this afternoon, the
resolution supports significant green connection and view shed protection between the
two parts of Fort Monroe National Monument; it acknowledges the existence and the
crucial role of the monument when it says that any use of Wherry should be
“complementary to the National Park Service plans, goals and objectives”. In all these
ways, the resolution supports the public’s clear choice of a green open space on Wherry.
CFMNP’s ultimate preference would be for an outright declaration that all or most of
Wherry should be incorporated into the National Monument and we will continue to
advocate for that outcome. This is the only way Wherry will be protecied in perpetuity
from development that diminishes Fort Monroe’s appeat to visitors. Even if the Fort
Monroe Authority (FMA) following the resolution’s guidance were to limit Wherry
development to what is complementary to the National Park Service Plans (as the
resolution says), some future FMA Board might decide to ignore these limitations. Our
goal aside, we certainly recognize the significance of this resolution. [t points the FMA in
the right direction toward what the public wants for Fort Monroe and what is best for
Hampten and the region. If it is approved, this would be a proud day for the Hampton
City Council. Thank you.

Mr. Hugh Bassette, 117 Rip Rap Road, greeted those on the dais and made the
following statement: | represent the Old Nerthampton Community Organization. We
would like to bring you thanks from the criminals, thugs and hoodlums in Old
Northampton because the police substation that was in the Langley Shopping Center is
now closed. When it was brought up at our meeting, | thought that it was going to
remain open. Now, we do not have as much police presence in Old Northampton as we
previously had. That substation provided a lot of service. Crooks now have more time
to get away with their criminal activity. We asked that it be kept open before, and for
some reason it wasn't. We would like to pass on that we were highly upset when we
found out that it was going to close. We want as much police presence in Old
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Northampton as we can possibly get. Now, the lag times will be a little bit longer.
Maybe later on when you get more money, you may want to reopen it because it makes
a lot of difference as far as police responding to crime and calls. Now, they will have to
come from further away. The criminals thank you.

Mr. Tony Casparriello, 100 Wilderness Road, greeted those on the dais and made the
following statement: Maywood, California — remember that name. When candidates run
for Council, they are often asked what could be done to keep people from leaving
Hampton or to make sure people move to Hampton. One thing that will surely not
enhance any endeavor is a memorial in front of the City's bus station across from its
courthouse in walking distance from its Police Station and its City Hall; a memorial that is
dedicated to an unarmed young man who was shot and killed by one or more Hampton
police officers. Sadly, there have been other police shootings that have occurred under
(to be Kind) less than comforting circumstances. What makes the most recent shooting
so concerning is that according to reports and quotes from the Hampton Police
Department (HPD) itself, the young man was carrying only a baseball bat and the
officers were unequipped and/or untrained. The cost of training was reported to be $50
per year. Let's say that each of the 277 officers is required initial and annual training,
that is a per annum cost of $13,850. The average cost of a 10 million volt stun gun is
$100; that is $27,700 for 277 police officers. 1 am not sure what the effect of a 10 million
volt stun gun is, but | know | would drop a baseball bat. The cost to fully train and equip
277 officers is $41,550. The report also says the incident took less than 20 seconds.
Regardless, there was enough time for a second officer to respond. So, basically, a
management decision was made that it was not worth the $41,550 and the 20 seconds
of time it would have taken to save the life of Bryant Weiford. You may not think this is a
moral issue, but you should. You may not think this is a values issue, but you should.
You may not think this is a civil rights issue, but you should. What about Maywood,
California? In July 2010, the city laid off its entire workforce including the entire Police
Department. Revenue declined, but Maywood's biggest problem was by far its Police
Department. There were $19 million in claims pending against the police which made it
effectively impossible for the City to get insurance for any of its employees. If Maywood
did not dismiss the workforce, officials said bankruptcy would have been the only option.
Even if you don’t have the heart to look at this as a moral issue, or the soul to look at it
as a civil rights issue, you'd better have the brains to look at it as a financial issue. God
help us all if you don't. Thank you.

Mr. Edwin Boone, 48 Snow Street, made the following statement regarding acceptable
forms of identification (1.D.) for voting in Virginia. All voters are required to show one
form of 1.D. in order to vote a regular ballot in Virginia. One of the following [.D.’s {are
required): Virginia voter card, social security card or valid Virginia driver’s license. Note:
licenses expiring within 30 days before Election Day will be considered valid for use as
voter I.D. or concealed weapons permit. Any other 1.D. issued by a government agency
of the Commonwealth of Virginia including a public college or university in Virginia or
one of the Commonwealth’s pofitical subdivisions, counties, cities, towns, etc. or the
United States or any valid employee 1.D. card containing a photo issued by the voter's
employer in the ordinary course of business. For a first time voter that registered to vote
by mail or through a third party registration group, one of the following 1.D.’s (are
required): a current and valid photo identification such as valid Virginia Driver’s license,
employee photo 1.D. or student photo 1.D. from a Virginia public high school or an
institution of higher learning or passport or a copy of one of the following current
documents containing the voter's name and address: a utility bill, a bank statement, a
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paycheck, a government check or other government document including a Virginia
voting card or a document from any Federal, State or local government agency. [f you
do not show an |.D. when you vote, you may vote provisional. You have up to three
days after the election to turn in your 1.D. You have to make a copy and take it to the
registrar’s office; they will hot make copies for you. The registrar’s office is located at
1919 Commerce Drive, Suite 280, Hampton, Virginia. The telephone number is 727-
6218. All active voters will receive a voter card toward the middle of September. The
deadline for registering to vote is October 15, 2012. This is the most important election
of our lifetime. Right now, | am 57 (years old) and there is no guarantee that | will be
living the next four years to see 61. | voted at the last election; | have voted at most
elections. We need to get it right and get off of our couches. We need to do what is
right by you and don't complain and talk about how we are going backwards. Get out
and vote and get involved. Thank you.

Mr. David Braunbeck, 2111 E. Pembroke Ave. #48, grested those on the dais and made
the following statement: | understand we have two newly elected Council persons, Mr.
William Hobbs and Ms. Chris Snead. Welcome to them both. The old adage “welcome
to the shooting gallery because you are going to be awfully busy”. 1 want to say, again,
please use your conscience and please listen to the citizens of Hampton. Your jobs are
very important, but you have to listen to the citizens of Hampton; you have to listen to
the groups when we come up here to talk to you. Use your common sense; listen to us.
Doors can be opened. Doors can be closed. Things can be changed. When we have a
problem, we will come to you with our problems, but listen with decency and respect. It
is not hard to do. This is the United States. We are a free democracy and we need to
start acting like it. Get out and vote.

Mr. Adrian Whitcomb, 316 54th Street, Newport News, Va. greeted those on the dais
and presented them with a power point presentation entitied “Fort Monroe National
Monument: Maximizing a National Treasure”. A copy of the presentation is attached to
the minutes. Mr. Whitcomb emphasized that Fort Monroe as a National Park has been
popular all along. He stated their philosophy of doing the best for Fort Monroe National
Monument will also be the best for Fort Monroe as a whole and for Hampton. He
reviewed the information on the slides and encouraged everyone to go to the website
fortmonroecitizens.org to see the presentation and an expanded view with additional
slides and links to all types of information. Thank you.

Mayor Ward noted Mr. Whitcomb was the last citizen who had signed up to speak and
called for additional speakers from the audience. There was one additional speaker.

Mr. Andreas Johnson, 1113 Mallory St., made the following statement: | would like to
address Council about the fluoridation of water in the City. | recently found out
information about the Harvard study, one of almost a thousand studies that have been
done recently about the fluoridation in the water. The Harvard study suggests that
fluoride is added to about 70% of the U.S. public drinking water supply to prevent
cavities and tooth decay. This benefit seems to be dubious at best. There is practically
no difference between fluoridated areas and non-fluoridated areas in the country or
between this country and any other country that does not fluoridate, yet, we still
fluoridate our waters. There is also another suggestion by this study that fluoridation
damages Intelligence Quotient (1.Q.) levels as well as is detrimental to children and
newborns. My suggestion to the Council is to think about possibly taking this out
because there seems to be no positive affects; only adverse affects. Thank you.
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ADJOURNMENT

Katherine K. Glass, CMC
Clerk of Council

Date approved by Ceuncil

Mayor

Molly Joseph Ward
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An Open View was necessary for the defense
of the Chesapeake Bay.
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